The NMSU System Academic Regulations

THE NMSU SYSTEM
ACADEMIC REGULATIONS
Graduation and Commencement
Graduation Requirements
For speciﬁc graduation requirements for any degree offered at NMSU
please see the Degrees, Majors, Minors and Other Academic Programs of
Study (p.
) section, as well as the departmental sections for those
requirements. These requirements will include the minimum GPA, total
credits and speciﬁc course requirements for graduation.

Applying for a Degree
Any students that are in their ﬁnal semester of classes are considered
degree candidates and are required to submit an “Application for Degree”
as well as pay graduation fees for each degree being sought. The
application for Degree form is available online through the myNMSU
website. It must be completed and submitted by the designated deadline
for that semester. The fees for the Las Cruces campus are all listed in
the Tuition, Fees and other Expenses (http://catalogs.nmsu.edu/nmsu/
tuition-fees-expenses/) section of the catalog, once a student submits
the application the fee will be included in the total cost for the semester
or session in which the candidate anticipates completing their degree
requirements.
If degree requirements are not completed during the semester/ session
the student originally applied for, the student must then reapply and pay
the appropriate fees. A $50 late fee applies to applications received after
the application deadline, and no applications will be accepted after the
posted deadline date.
A student must specify which catalog they are using for their degree
requirements in order for the university to determine if the requirements
are met and if a degree can be certiﬁed. The latest date for substitution or
waiver of required courses for degree candidates is two weeks after the
last date of registration for full or summer terms.

Attendance at the Commencement
Ceremony
Commencement is a symbolic ceremony, that students can elect
to participate in after they have applied for their degree (https://
commencement.nmsu.edu/apply-to-graduate/). Participation in
commencement does not, in itself, mean that a student is considered an
NMSU graduate. In order to be awarded a degree, a student must fulﬁll
university requirements as determined by academic colleges. The degree
will reflect the graduation date from the application for degree in which all
degree requirements were determined by the academic colleges.
The academic colleges will conﬁrm students' eligibility to participate
in the commencement ceremony that is held at the end of the fall
and spring semesters. Eligible candidates who are in the process of
completing their ﬁnal degree requirements and degree recipients from the
previous summer session will participate in the fall ceremony. Students
who are in the process of completing their ﬁnal degree requirements in
the spring can participate in the spring ceremony. However, Bachelor
degree candidates that wish to participate in a spring commencement,
prior to completing degree requirements in summer school may do so if
they meet the following conditions:
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1. Receive permission from the Academic Dean of their college
2. Show a minimum cumulative grade-point average of 2.0
3. Only need 12 or fewer credit hours to complete their degree
requirements
4. These remaining credit hours must be offered in the upcoming
summer schedule of classes
5. Submit a degree application and approved petition form (available in
the Dean’s ofﬁce) by the last day to apply for a degree in the spring
semester.

Academic Regalia
Each college may approve distinctive symbols to be worn by the top 10
percent of its graduates at commencement. Only one symbol may be
worn by each graduate. In addition, the student with the highest honors
in each college may wear a crimson- colored gown. No other symbolic
additions to academic regalia are allowed without the approval of the
Academic Deans Council.

Diploma
All fees and bills owed the university must be paid in full before a student
may receive a diploma or ofﬁcial transcripts. The degree title and major(s)
will be printed on the diplomas, in accordance to the degree application
award, determined by the academic colleges. Academic honors will also
be printed on the diplomas below the degree and major(s). The name on
the diploma will reflect the student’s current ofﬁcial NMSU records. Name
changes are only processed for currently admitted students.
Diplomas will be mailed to graduates approximately eight weeks after the
individual colleges certify the degree requirements and the ﬁnal grades
have been processed by the University Student Records Ofﬁce. The
diploma will be mailed to the address speciﬁed on the degree application,
unless an address change was requested before the last day of the
semester.

