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CREATIVE MEDIA
Undergraduate Program Information
New Mexico State University’s Creative Media Institute (CMI) prepares
students to become digital storytellers using state of the art, industry-
standard tools. The Creative Media Institute is dedicated to developing
and nurturing the artistic endeavors of student filmmakers through
industry-standard education, research and collaboration in the art, craft
and production of the moving image through storytelling, resulting in
a Bachelor of Creative Media degree. The program provides learning
opportunities for newly admitted NMSU students, and provides some
credit transfer opportunities for students with an associate degree from
a NMSU community college or other two-year degree granting institution.
The Bachelor of Creative Media provides a liberal arts background
enabling students to pursue further education, professional training
or employment in the digital media-based industry. Study in the CMI
program fosters collaborative expression based on a clear understanding
of media culture, history, design and practice. CMI also offers students
the opportunity for internships in digital video, animation, visualization
and simulation, industrial and educational video at varied production
facilities on and off campus.

Theory and practice are integrated at every step as students manipulate
text, sound and images using industry-standard technology. CMI
houses a state of the art digital projection system screening room,
post-production lab, animation lab, production space, motion capture
laboratory and THX sound mixing theatre.

Due to limited capacity, new students wishing to continue in the CMI
program after their freshman year are required to complete an application
process. Transfer students from other institutions, including NMSU
Community Colleges, must complete the application process. Transfer
students should contact an Academic Advisor from the College of Arts
and Sciences Advising Office for information about joining one of the two
degree programs offered in CMI. Space is limited and varies each year.
The quality of the student's work as demonstrated in the application and
prior course work are additional criteria of the admission decision. Exact
details and procedures for applying to the CMI program can be found on
the CMI website at: cmi.nmsu.edu (http://cmi.nmsu.edu).

Graduate Program Information
Starting Fall 2022, the MFA Creative Writing Program will be housed in
the Creative Media Institute as we work to expand course offerings to
include screenwriting, playwriting and writing for new media.  In Spring
2024, courses will change from the ENGL to the FDMA prefix.

The Master of Fine Arts Degree in Creative Writing is a 3-year program.
Students choose a major genre: poetry or fiction, though classes in
nonfiction, writing, screenwriting and others are offered. Students must
complete 54 hours of graduate-level course work, submit a creative
writing thesis, give a public reading from the thesis, and pass an oral
examination.

Our mission is to emphasize the creation and critical analysis of
literature, so that our students can be part of the national conversation
about writing, graduating with a publishable manuscript. By providing
our students with a set of skills, we prepare them to contribute to their
communities as writers, publishing professionals and teachers.

Creative Writing - Master of Fine Arts
Students pursuing the MFA in Creative Writing devote themselves to
concentrated study and development of a chosen genre: poetry or fiction.
Students

• complete 54 hours of graduate-level coursework,
• present a book-length thesis of original work with an introduction or

afterward,
• perform a public reading from the thesis, and
• pass an oral examination in the final semester.

A maximum of 12 credits in Form and Technique count for the degree.

Students wishing to apply to the MFA should consult application
information on the Graduate School website (https://apply.nmsu.edu/
apply/).  Applications are due by February 1 for Fall admission to the
MFA.

Support in the form of a Graduate Assistantships is awarded through
a competitive selection process; this application is folded into the
application for admission and should be submitted by the February 1
deadline.  All Graduate Assistantships in Creative Writing begin in the Fall
semester.
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