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ADULT EDUCATION
Adult Education is learning the knowledge, skills, and attitudes for adults
to transition to postsecondary education and/or find family-sustaining
jobs. The Adult Education program at Doña Ana Community College
provides opportunities for members of the Doña Ana community to
improve their quality of life through the acquisition and improvement
of English; critical reading, writing, and numeracy; and 21st Century
workplace readiness skills at no charge to the individual.

Adult Education instructional programs include English as a Second
Language (ESL), and academic skills in Math, Reading, and Writing.  This
comprehensive program includes instruction in many different areas
including civic engagement, computer literacy, financial literacy, health
literacy, and workplace readiness/literacy. Student support services
include skill assessments, an Introduction to Adult Education course,
advising and referral services, individual and small group tutoring, and
assistance with college transition.

Free, Noncredit Instructional Programs
High School Equivalency (HSE). Those 16 years of age or older who want
to improve or gain academic skills may attend classes that teach math,
reading, and writing. These classes focus on Language Arts and Math,
with supplemental instruction provided in Social Studies, and Science.
Classes prepare adult learners to sit for a high school equivalency test
such as the General Educational Development GED® test or the High
School Equivalency Test HiSET®. Don't like tests? Adults can also earn
a high school equivalency credential by demonstrating high school-level
skills by completing a portfolio of life and academic tasks. The National
External Diploma Program is an independent study program supervised
by instructors within our program.

Adults who have an HSE or high school diploma may attend classes for
career and workplace development or brush up on basic skills in order
to keep or get a better job. Additionally, the Adult Education program
provides Spanish-speaking adults classes to sit for the Spanish GED®
exam. Students who are under 18 may attend this program with an
official withdrawal notice from the public schools.

ESL—English as a Second Language (ESL). This program helps improve
English language skills for non-native English speakers. Adult learners
acquire academic English skills (reading, writing, and grammar), build
their vocabulary, and increase conversation fluency and listening
comprehension. English Language Learners who are ready to exit the
program and transition to college are assisted with the process to help
them experience success.

Integrated Education Training programs (IET). These programs build
pathways to sustainable, in-demand careers regionally, within Doña Ana
County, state-wide, and nationally. Our approach provides education
and literacy services concurrently and contextually with workforce
preparation activities and training. Adult learners can prepare for specific
occupations or occupational clusters while improving their basic skills,
English language skills, and/or earning their high school equivalency
diploma.

Enrolling in Classes
Each fall and spring, Adult Education offers classes in the ESL and HSE
programs in English and Spanish, and IET programming. Courses are
provided in-person, remotely through zoom, and/or through independent
study.  Classes meet at Doña Ana Community College and at several

other locations throughout Doña Ana County. Class times and locations
vary each semester. Additionally, we offer short interim classes in
between terms. Coursework may include digital literacy, conversational
English, intensive math and writing.

New or inactive ESL adult learners must attend the required Introduction
to Adult Education class; HSE students must attend the Pathways to
an HSE course. These courses meet over several days and includes
discussions of program requirements, an introduction to our online
software, goal setting, workplace literacy, and a review of program
expectations.  Our HSE Pathways class includes taking four GED Ready
tests (practice tests) to determine readiness to sit for the GED® and/
or HiSET® exams.  Adult learners are assessed to determine their
Educational Functioning Level and determine which class best meets
their individual goals and needs.

Adult learners should pre-register four to five weeks prior to the beginning
of each semester. After pretesting is completed, adult learners are
advised regarding their assessment results. Together, the adult learner,
an enrollment coach, and an instructor, create a plan to address the adult
learners' specific goals, learning needs, and educational strengths for
continued enrollment and successful completion.

Support Services for Adult Learner
Success
The Adult Education (AE) program supports learners in a variety of ways.

Tutoring Services 
Adult learners may receive tutoring at no cost. These services may
take place at a DACC adult learning center or online. Trained tutors
provide personal assistance and small-group instruction in reading,
writing, mathematics, grammar, ESL, and other academic skills. AE staff
understand that learning takes time and make an extra effort to meet
individual learner needs.

Adult Education offers adult learners many opportunities to discover their
learning styles and create effective strategies to help learners truly learn
the material covered in their classes. The learning centers throughout the
county have resources, information, and staff that can help improve time
management, listening, note-taking, and test-taking skills. Adult learners
are encouraged to explore their own learning preferences and find a study
style that enhances their strengths.

College Transition Advising 
College Transition Advising, offered through AE, assists adults in
preparing for a successful experience in college. Advising is available
for adults at each of the learning centers and guides learners in making
a successful transition from AE to college. Adult learners will become
familiar with the admissions process, financial aid and scholarship
opportunities, and career pathway options at DACC and NMSU.

Computer Literacy

Computer literacy is central to the modern workforce. Adult learners
are able to participate in various computer literacy programs including
one-on-one tutoring, and workshops.  These classes are offered at
the Workforce Center. Computer literacy is also incorporated into the
comprehensive adult education classroom program.
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For More Information 
For more information about any of the Adult Education programs offered
through Doña Ana Community College, please call: (575) 527-7540 or toll-
free: 1 (800) 903-7503.

You can also go to this website:  https://dacc.nmsu.edu/academics/
departments/adult-education/index.html  (https://dacc.nmsu.edu/
academics/departments/adult-education/)

Locations

Las Cruces - Quintana Adult Learning Center

Doña Ana Community College, room DALR-160 
3400 South Espina St. 
Las Cruces, NM 88003 
Hours: Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Mesquite Adult Learning Center 
Located in the DACC Workforce Center 
2345 Nevada Ave. 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Anthony Area 
Gadsden Adult Learning Center Located in the DACC Gadsden Center 
1700 E. O’Hara Rd. 
Anthony, NM 88021 
Hours: Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Chaparral 
Chaparral Adult Learning Center 
755 Prescott Anthony Dr. 
Chaparral, NM 88081 
Hours: Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Sunland Park 
Sunland Park Adult Learning Center Located in the DACC Sunland Park
Center 
3365 McNutt Road & Santo Domingo Road Sunland Park, NM 88063 
Hours: Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
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